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A blood-spattered group of approxi-
mately 50 zombies lurched their way 
through downtown Saturday, taking part 
in the sixth annual Kamloops Zombie 
Walk.

After scouring the city for human 
flesh for about two hours, many of the 
undead appeared to have worked up an 
appetite and stopped at the Noble Pig res-
taurant.

Maeghan Summers, general manager, 
said no problems were encountered even 
though brains were not on the menu.

“It was awesome,” said Summers.  
“We had about thirty zombies show 

up.  They were here last year too and we 
really enjoyed having them.”

Organized through a Facebook page 
created by Bonnie McLean, the decaying 
horde began its quest in front of Pando-
ra’s Costume Box at 753 Victoria Street.

For the living dead, the enthusiastic 
mob still had plenty of rhythm, stopping 
several times to break into well-choreo-
graphed dance moves to the haunting 
strains of Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.”

Not a single zombie would confirm 
that three rehearsals had apparently tak-
en place at Nuance Dance Studio earlier 
in the week.  

In fact, other than the occasional 
mumbling of the word brains, no zom-
bies were speaking at all.

According to Guinness World Re-
cords, the largest gathering of zombies 
ever achieved was 4,093 participants at 
the New Jersey Zombie Walk on Oct. 30, 
2010.

Whether or not the Kamloops Zombie 
Walk of 2012 will reach such numbers, 
no one knows.  

One thing is certain: these zombies 
aren’t talking.

The dead take to the streets!
Omega Contributor
Marvin Beatty

The 2011 Kamloops Zombie Walk 
took place in the downtown core of 
Kamloops and Omega contributor 
Marvin Beatty took them on armed only 
with a camera and notepad.

          -All photos by Marvin Beatty

After being on tour for two 
months straight, playing to the 
30 or so people who showed up 
to Pogue Mahone might have 
been an excuse for Kill Matilda 
to take it at least a little bit easy.  

That’s not the way they do 
things though, and they played 
loud and hard and fast for the 
duration of their set.  

They stopped brief ly between 
songs to banter with the crowd 
or introduce their songs, as they 
did with a song about the women 
found murdered at Robert Pick-
ton’s pig farm.

Not all of their songs are quite 
so dark, however.  

They played a cover of Bonnie 
Tyler’s Hero during their set.  

With their own style of mu-
sic and Dusty’s voice they made 
short work of any naysayers who 
would question the wisdom of 
attempting to cover that song.  

It’s a bold move, and Kill 
Matilda set upon it with confi-
dence and vigour.

After their set, I went to their 
merch table and picked up a copy 
of their new CD entitled hile, 
and while I was speaking to the 
girl at the table, the entire band 
approached me individually and 
thanked me for showing up and 
taking pictures.  

There wasn’t a trace of disap-

pointment on any of their faces 
to have played for such a small 
crowd.

I’d go see them again if they 
were playing tomorrow.

Krome took the stage after 
Kill Matilda, playing what they 
constantly referred to as a rock 
show, despite the small crowd.  
It took me a while to f igure it 
out, but Krome was actually a 
really good band that just need-
ed a larger crowd and a party at-
mosphere.  

Their musicianship was great, 
their voices solid, and the gui-
tar player who had literally only 
jammed with the band for 12 
hours prior to going on tour and 
playing live with them knew all 
the chords and all the words to 
every song (or at least enough to 
fool me), even though he hadn’t 
memorized the names of them 
yet.

The only problem with Krome 
was that their music wasn’t 
translating properly in a room 
that wasn’t packed.  

If there had been more peo-
ple there — not dedicated fans 
of theirs, mind you, just more 
people — the night would have 
felt different not because of the 
energy coming off the stage, but 
from the energy being recipro-
cated back onto it.

I’d like to see Krome again in 
a packed room next time.  

Pogue Mahone has been bring-
ing in great bands on a regular 

basis for years now and they 
have a great venue for live mu-
sic, but the attendance seems to 
be in a slump right now.  

It would be a shame to see 

them lose interest in putting on 
shows because of it.

Support your local scene.  
Support independent music.  
Take a chance on a band you 

haven’t heard before and try 
something new.  

You’re in university now, and 
you can experiment with your 
ears, too.

Most of Kamloops misses more great bands

Arts and Entertainment Editor
Cory Hope

Kill Matilda and Krome play to yet another mostly empty room
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Minimal attendance at great independent shows is worrisome. These venues will stop 
bringing on bands if they can’t at least cover the cost of the musicians’ dinners.


